Chapter IX
INDIAN  TROUBLE
OF recent years there have been many out-
breaks of fever in the region of the Upper
Napo and its tributaries. Many hundreds of
Indians have died in the course of these scourges,
which, in some cases, have caused the ruin and end
of some of the large haciendas. Although at times
rumours reached us of yellow fever, Dr. Wolcott, of
the Rockefeller Foundation, who made a tour of in-
spection of the district, assured me that he had
found no such cases. Rather had he found
pernicious malaria.
The semi-civilised Indians are in dread of
..pernicious malaria; for they have, to a certain
degree, lost the medicinal knowledge of the old
tribes and are glad to put themselves in the hands
of their padrones for treatment. It is the custom
that such treatment and medicines are'free.
Passing the estate Vargas Torres, now abandoned
to the jungle, we reached Venezia, a once splendid,
hacienda with one of the finest houses on the river,
now also abandoned* We arrived at sunset and
found a scene of past grandeur. The large house
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